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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to analyze and discuss the challenges and possibilities for
sustainable spatial development of tourism destinations at the time of economic crisis in Serbia.
At a time of crisis, the sustainability of more developed tourism destinations is challenged, as the
pressure from the tourism industry for intensive construction of tourism facilities and their spatial
concentration prevails. The proposed development is then more likely to cause negative impacts
on environment, as well as on social and economic development of local communities. Primary
tourism destinations in the initial stage of development do not experience the pressure of tourism
industry for intensive development, thus enabling the public sector to prepare for and support
their sustainable spatial development. On the other hand, in times of crisis the public sector will
have difficulties to provide for necessary investments of the private sector in tourism facilities
and supply. In the paper primary tourism destinations — mountain tourism destinations, Danube
and Lower Danube, have been analyzed and compared in terms of sustainability and spatial
development changes. Based on results of the analyzed cases, the challenges and possibilities for
sustainable spatial development of tourist destinations have been evaluated and discussed. The
research has multiple implications. It suggests necessary adaptations in the spatial and tourism
sector planning and management of tourism destination at different stages of development. It also
calls for stakeholder participation, public-private arrangements, and local community
involvement in the sustainable spatial development of tourism destinations in Serbia.
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